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Meet Entry Fee Assistance Program 
Introduction:

The PacSwim Meet Entry Fee Program (MEFAP), is designed to provide financial aid for outreach swimmers to enter into swim meets without having to pay for the per event entry fees.  The eligible and approved swimmer will only have to pay the splash fee (swimmer’s stake in the game) while PacSwim will pay for the event entry fees.  

Eligibility:

Eligibility for this program can be met by the following:

1)  Registered as a USA Swimming Outreach swimmer,

or

2)  Swimmer can show proof of financial hardship such as participation in free school lunch program; food stamp recipient; family income below the California state poverty level and or other proof of financial hardship, or is eligible to participate in a free or reduced lunch program.
And,

3)  Coach verified financial need [Required]
Process:
Qualified swimmers who want to participate in any Sanctioned PacSwim swim meets and wish to apply for the Meet Entry Fee Assistance Program can submit their meet entries using the consolidated meet entry form from the meet sheet and submit the entry form along with a check for the splash fee ($8 for SC meets, $10 for LC meets) to Annie Stein (Meet Management). The swimmer needs to indicate whether he/she is a registered outreach swimmer or provide proof of financial hardship with the entry form.  Annie will verify outreach swimmer status on SWIMS database, and/or other supporting documents. If the swimmer is eligible Annie will enter the swimmer into the meet in Swim Connection. After the close of entries for the meet, Annie will tabulate the name of swimmer and the number of events entered and sends the information to the Meet Director and PacSwim Treasurer.  The “US Mail postmark”, will be used to determine eligibility of the meet entry, should the meet close early.

The meet director will file the Meet Financial Report along with Meet Financial Report MEFAP appendix (form to be developed-done).  The MEFAP Appendix is a spreadsheet designed to calculate the splash fee (due from PacSwim to club) and the meet entry fee (due Pacific) for the MEFAP swimmers. The meet host will be credited for the splash fee and meet entry fee (minus PacSwim percentage) and incorporated into the Meet Financial Report. There will be no specific cash transfer between the Host Club and PacSwim due to MEFAP swimmers.
Note: MEFAB swimmers whose splash fee checks are returned for insufficient funds will be denied further participation in the program, unless they make good on the delinquent payment. PacSwim will not attempt to collect the delinquent splash fee. 
All documents provided by the swimmers family will be shredded as soon as the swimmers financial status is updated.  Review of the data, to be handled by Pacific Swimming Office, specifically, Laurie Benton.  
The MEFAP program will be funded from unspent budgeted Diversity funds for the remainder of the current budget year. Utilization of the program will help determine the future budget of the program within the Diversity and Inclusion budget.  
Forms supporting this program were developed by Pacific Swimming.  These forms will be available on the Pacswim.org web site.

This program will start on MM2015.
Frequently Asked Questions:
Are all types of meet included?

Are Sanctioned meets that uses Swim Connection online entry are included: C/B/A+; JOs; Senior; Invitational; Dual and Tri meets.

Are there any meet exceptions?

Meet where entry fees are charged to participating teams, and does not use individual through individual entries using Swim Connection, e.g Superleague, CSA league meets and Far Western and/or other meets where entries are via USA-S OME system.  

What happens if swimmer despite the splash fee buy in and does not come to the meet?

Nothing.  If swimmer no show at the meet, he/she will just be in the 10% scratch that we observed in most Pacific Swim meets.  As no show could be due to a variety of reasons such as illness, school obligations etc.

Does standard meet entry deadline apply?

Standard meet mail in entry deadline applies. Swimmers who intend to apply for assistance are encouraged to apply early to allow Pacific Swimming staff enough time to process the application. We may chose to enforce an earlier entry deadline if we run into processing issues as we roll out this program.

Is this program only open to registered outreach swimmer?

It is not restricted to swimmers who are not registered as outreach swimmer. If due to unforeseen financial outcome that a swimmer qualifies under the outreach criteria, he/she can provide the documentation required for outreach swimmers along with the application form.

Do you allow electronic entry using swim connection?

All entries must be done using the consolidated entry form both from the standpoint of saving money and also Swim Connection does not have the provision for handling different categories of swimmers online.

How do I know my application is accepted and my swimmer is entered into the meet?

The entries will be processed by Pacific Swimming staff into Swim Connection and confirmation can be sent to applicants via e-mail. 
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